2004/2005 Women’s Underwater Hockey Report

This year has been successful for women’s UWH in NZ at all levels. 

The NZ women’s team took a young development team to South Africa this year with the aim of giving the younger girls experience playing at elite level. This was done to aide their development as players so they are better equipped to trial for the NZ women’s team for Worlds in 2006, and ultimately win the World Championships in Sheffield.  The team did very well in South Africa, beating Australia in the semi, to come second to South Africa in a close final. 

The U19 women’s team also did exceptionally well, taking Gold and easily beating their opposition. The NZU19 Women’s Academy has been recently set up and this is a positive step forward for the development of junior elite players. 

The problem of international tournaments being too expensive for the elite players to attend every year is still a major issue. In the 2005 women’s team there was only one player from the 2004 team. This was due to the huge cost of paying to play every year. The majority of the 2004 team are planning on returning to play at world champs in 2006 but simply couldn’t afford to go to South Africa as well as Sheffield. 

The number of girls playing at secondary school level has continued to increase this year with almost 400 girls playing throughout the country. See Tristan’s School’s Report for more Statistics. 

The statistics from the 2004 Database have the numbers of Women’s players in NZ at 508. This is including school players. The database is incomplete and some players who are no longer playing and who haven’t played for a number of years are listed on it as current players. The database needs to be updated and clubs need to make sure they register all their players with up to date information. 

To increase the number of adult women players we need to keep working to ensure that schools players continue to play UWH after leaving school. Information about club UWH and varsity UWH should continue to be given to players at school nationals and should be given to players at U18’s. 

Women’s grade should continue to be encouraged at Club Nationals, and perhaps a women’s tournament should be re-introduced. 

