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South Island Secondary Schools Underwater Hockey Tournament
QEII, Christchurch 11 June 2005
Tournament Report

Pre-Tournament Organization
Grant Moore, Keith Heyworth and Ash Hart assumed the roles of Tournament organisers, with assistance from the committee and Pegasus Underwater Hockey Club members.

Pool bookings,

The pool had been booked since last year using the north end of the pool as for the South Island Interclub competition and was accordingly booked and confirmed. The pool has been booked for next year’s tournament 10th and 11th June 2005.
Competition entry application and payment dates,

We asked all teams to return entry forms and competition fees by Tuesday 31st May, and on closing day we had 12 teams confirmed for the competition. On the Thursday before the competition James Hargest College withdrew their Junior Open team necessitating a complete redo of the competition draw. This was not an ideal situation but illness was the cause of the problem and there was nothing we could do about that. Next year we will again close entries two weeks before the tournament weekend and insist that all entries are in and paid for by the agreed date.
Barriers, Goals, Gong,
Again this year, the barriers were installed by the QE11 Underwater Hockey Club; we are very appreciative of their assistance. With assistance from Pegasus Underwater Hockey Club members the barriers were installed on Friday night and were removed at the completion of play. An air horn was used to signal game start, half and full times. This worked well. We had no problems at all during the tournament and all games ran to time.
The Event

We had eleven teams entered so the revised draw arranged a senior round robin of six teams and junior round robin of five teams. We had four senior open, two senior girls, one junior open and four junior girls teams entered so all teams were guaranteed at least four games.  We then had play offs for first and second and where required third and fourth. Points were allocated only when teams in the same grade played, but scores for all games were kept for the team’s interest.
Christchurch Girls’ High School dominated the Junior Girls grade scoring heavily and having only a small number of goals scored against them. The finals of the Senior Open was a very fiercely contested event with the score tied at three all at full time requiring a sudden death overtime period which was eventually won by James Hargest College.
We had no need for a protest committee as all games were played in a fine spirit.

We were fortunate to have Tristan Reynard (chairperson of UHNZ) in attendance at our tournament and his help and assistance (especially with refereeing) was invaluable and greatly appreciated. My thanks go to Tristan. 

Tournament Report (contd)

I would also like to thank all members of the Pegasus club who assisted with the smooth running of the tournament and to all the coaches and supporters of the entered team’s thank you for your time and effort.
To those teams that have qualified good luck at the National Tournament.

Timing

The tournament timing was 4 weekends before the end of term 2.  This will remain for 2006 as the pool has been booked for 10th & 11th June 2006 (11th if required).
Venue

The venue used was very good for the tournament. Pool management were very supportive towards the tournament and will host again in June 2006.  

Prizes 
Team prizes consisted of Medals for 1st place in each grade and certificates for second and third as required. We also issued MVP certificates and named tournament teams in each grade. These medals were very good with ribbons and engraving on one side. National Tournament packs were handed out to the first and second place teams in each grade. James Hargest College junior open team have been invited to participate in the National Tournament as they would have qualified had they not been forced to withdraw their team due to illness. Th prize giving was held pool side at the completion of the competition.
Final Results

	Placing
	Senior Open
	Junior Open
	Senior Girls
	Junior Girls / Novice

	1
	James Hargest College
	St. Andrews College
	Christchurch Girls’ High School
	Christchurch Girls’ High School

	2
	Nelson College
	James Hargest College
	Nelson College For Girls
	St Andrews College

	3
	Shirley Boys’ High School
	
	
	Nelson College For Girls

	4
	St. Andrews College
	
	
	Avonside Girls’ High School

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Shading denotes qualifying teams for NZ Secondary Schools’ Underwater Hockey Championships in Wellington. 
Grant Moore

South Island Secondary Schools Underwater Hockey Tournament Convenor.

21st June 2005.
