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Underwater Hockey New Zealand 
Inter Club Championships

                        WRAC, Wellington, August 2005 

Tournament Report

Pre-Tournament Organization

Tournament Packs/Entry

Tournament Information consisted of an entry form. This was placed on the UWHNZ Website, and an email was sent out several times stating where the entry form was and when the entries were due. 

Affiliation

Initially there was several problems with affiliation, with whole clubs not being affiliated despite them previously playing at South and North Island Championships. The Chairman and Secretary contacted the players involved and notified them of the requirement to affiliate. These players were affiliated before the tournament had started, with the exception of 7 players whom were approached on the Thursday and Friday and asked to pay. 

Entry Deadline

This was a massive disappointment, with only one confirmed entry received by the due date. As the organiser, I was forced to chase up almost all regions/clubs and ask what the situation was. Several replied with an estimate and then preceded to pull out and not even bother with replying via email. This was frustrating for several reasons, as the entry form and due date had been clearly advertised on Topica 4 – 5 times. 

The Event

Success Rating - 2

Comments were positive.  Overall the tournament was a success with an increase of teams and player from last year, with a total of 230 players and 25 teams. We attempted to promote the woman’s grade, and were successful to certain degree with a two-team increase on last year. Woman’s grade should be promoted more in future, and more senior woman’s players should help promote this grade and play in it. 

Pro Referees

Simon Talbot, and Jane Davis from Australia were invited to come and Pro Ref, as was Rob Fiest and Ben Huggins. Their contribution to the tournament was invaluable and helped increase the standard of games considerably. Each was presented with a gift to thank them for their time and commitment to the sport. 

Championship Statistics

	Category
	2005
	2004
	2003
	2002
	2001
	2000
	1999

	Pool
	Wellington
	Auckland
	Christchurch
	Wellington
	Auckland?
	Christchurch
	Wellington

	Cost of Entry
	$800*
	$420 + $25 Function 
	?
	?
	?
	$200 + $5 Per Player
	$180 + $5 Per Player

	# of Players
	230
	210
	?
	246
	?
	?
	274

	# of Male Players
	130
	?
	?
	?
	?
	?
	?

	# of Female Players
	100
	?
	?
	?
	?
	?
	?

	% Female Players
	43%
	?
	?
	?
	?
	?
	?

	# of Teams
	25
	22
	?
	26
	?
	?
	34

	# P Grade Teams
	5
	4
	?
	11
	?
	?
	4

	# A Grade Teams
	7
	5
	?
	
	?
	?
	5

	# B Grade Teams
	7
	6
	?
	7
	?
	?
	12

	# C Grade Teams
	NA
	3
	?
	8
	?
	?
	5

	# Womens A Teams
	6
	4
	?
	NA
	?
	?
	4

	# Womens B/C Teams
	
	
	?
	
	?
	?
	4

	# of Clubs
	10
	10 (?)
	?
	12
	?
	?
	17

	# of Grades
	4
	5
	?
	3 (4)
	?
	?
	4

	Ave. # per Team
	9.20
	9.09
	?
	9.46
	?
	?
	8.30

	Top Club Award
	TBC
	?
	?
	?
	?
	?
	Portside

	Competitions Officer
	Vacant
	Bryn
	Vacant (?)
	Bryn
	Bryn
	Bryn
	Bryn


*Entry fee includes Function

Timing

The tournament timing was the first weekend of August, under a new ‘condensed tournament schedule’ brought into place in 2005. The timing of the tournament was significantly earlier then previous years, but was still successful. It would be good to return to the later period of the year, but university and schools exams make this difficult. 

Venue

Rating - 1

WRAC was the venue used and was more than adequate for the tournament. The pool management were very supportive towards the tournament and should allow us to host another clubs within the 3 year rotation (2008)

The venue also has a first Aid room available for use, however it was not required during the tournament. (Apart from some ice packs for bruises etc) 

Of concern were the barriers, especially in the upper P and A Grades. The centre barriers in particular did not cope well with physical contact, and the games were often stopped to replace barriers that had fallen over. 

Hopefully by 2008, WUHA will have replaced the barrier, with a studier set, capable of withstanding more physical bashing. 

Prizes and Giveaways

Team Prizes

Team prizes consisted of Medals for first, second and third in each grade.  These medals were adequate with yellow and black ribbons. 

MVP Team Awards

Three awards were offered – MVP Male, Female and Referee. 

MVP Male – Chris Meek

MVP Female – Paige Morain

MVP Referee – Ben Huggins. 

Prizes consisted of a MVP wooden plaque, with a medal and engraving. 

Overall Club was not presented, as the trophy was not returned.

Giveaways

Each participant in the tournament received a souvenir Tournament Program, Entry Pass and Dinner Ticket. 
The tournament program worked well and included every participant’s details as well as (mostly) previous tournament history of the teams.  

Prizegiving

Rating - 1

Prize giving was held at the Brentwood Hotel, in Kilbirnie. This venue was great for the Tournament Prize-Giving and function and provided a nice conclusion to the tournament.

Dave Scott from NZU Board was invited to the function and helped present the A Grade Medals. 

Of concern is the continuing trend of facilities being destroyed and vandalised. Often this is done by a small group of players, who under the influence of alcohol believe it is a good idea to disrupt and cause havoc where and whenever possible. Discussions are currently being held with the UWHNZ Committee about possible disciplinary action and future ways of preventing this was happening. 

It unfortunately cast a shadow over an otherwise successful tournament. 

Final Results

	Placing
	P Grade
	A Grade
	B Grade
	Woman’s Grade 

	1
	Crocodylus Optimus Prime 
	Phoenix Ra
	Pakuranga C
	Figjam J Fluro Gluro

	2
	Pakuranga Makos
	QE2
	Tauranga
	Going Postal Angels

	3
	Figjam Fubar
	Rotovegus
	Hawkes Bay Gannets
	Going Postal Fairies

	4
	Going Postal 12 Gauge
	Going Postal Pistols
	Phoenix LPG
	Phoenix Diesel

	5
	Dunedin SP8’s
	Dunedin Southern Stars
	Dunedin B52’s
	Going Postal Mermaids

	6
	
	Crocodylus Megatron
	Figjam B
	Figjam Flash N Dash

	7
	
	Phoenix Zeus
	Hamilton Eels
	


