Chairman’s Report 2005

2004-2005 has been a year where it may appear little has happened in Underwater Hockey, mostly due to the effort that was put into hosting Worlds 2004 which drained our resources physically and financially.  Although I have not seen our accounts at the time of writing I am sure that we have done a good job of limiting expenditure which should see our overall balance back into a good position.

The physical rebuild of Underwater Hockey has not been as effective with Keith resigning as Secretary we have been unable to fill the role which has remained vacant for the whole year.  With the impending resignation of Verne Burmester we will be left without a treasurer as well which will only compound the problems we have.

Since the last NZU AGM when I failed to be re-elected to the NZU Board the NZU Board has had no contact with that of UWH which does not help either organisation forward the cause of the other.  It is for this reason that I have accepted nomination to the Presidency of NZU.  My thoughts are that if we can not get all factions of NZU (Recreational Divers, Free Diving; UWH, Finn Swimming etc) working more effectively together then we will all continue towards demise.  The problems that our sports are experiencing are no different from any other sport and those that adapt and change will be the ones to survive.


While UWH has been quiet it was important not to loose the momentum of our success at the 2004 World Championships.  New Zealand has a Junior program with is second to none in the World and continues to pay dividends for the sport.  This was borne out at the recent Southern Hemisphere Championship (SHC’s) in South Africa where the New Zealand Junior teams emphatically reaffirmed their Number One World ranking. The Men’s team has an action plan to retain the World Number One spot and moved closer to this at SHC’s by taking a selection of new players and some more experienced to broaden the base of men’s players.  This was more than successful as not only did we get more players experienced at this level but the team maintained their No. one ranking by winning the tournament.  The Woman’s team had only one player from the 2004 Worlds and half were under twenty years of age, so to beat Australia and run the South Africans close to get second place was a tremendous feat which I am sure gives the team some great hope of taking the next step towards winning the Worlds next year in Great Britain.  

The big news for Underwater Hockey is that in February 2007 Rotorua will host a Commonwealth Aquatic sports games.  This will involves thousands of athletes from 27 different Aquatic related sports.  The accommodation is booked as is the pool.  This will be a government supported games and as such will be of little or no cost to all athletes attending.  At this stage the provision operating budget is 20 Million and Underwater Hockey will be on the Commonwealth (most of the World) stage.

On the negative side I am dismayed by the recently received NZU AGM documents.  In his report the President Jeroen Jongejans expresses his desire to rid NZU of the sporting branches and particularly Underwater Hockey.  I enclose the exert from his report.

I believe no longer than we are able to represent all underwater sporting activities in New Zealand.  I believe the conflicts between Underwater Hockey (UWH) and NZUA have been, and are, a function of their different roles.  As much as Air New Zealand and the Auckland City Council are oil involved in transport they all deal with very different issues and different outcomes.  Hence they run their own businesses independently.

The same counts for the different needs of divers and underwater hockey players.

Issues that affect divers such as clean air programmes, diver training, Nitrox, marine protection, diver emergency services, freediving, MSA regulations etc. etc. are of no consequence to underwater hockey players, as much as underwater hockey competitions are of no consequence to the wider diver fraternity.  UWH is perfectly capable of running their own sporting organisation really well.  Their only need for membership of NZUA is our CMAS licence.  As a Board we have written to CMAS and have their permission to hand over this part of the membership to UWH.

I would propose to do this as the current relationship is of little benefit to either organisation.

Further to this in the business managers report he also gives reference to this:

We have endeavoured to improve contact with members and sporting branches, as this is an issue that always seems to come up at AGMs.  We feel we have made grounds in this area with the exception of Underwater Hockey NZ who, for reasons of their own, decided to pull away from NZUA and limit their contact.  We think their own internal issues may be a contributing fact here but it does make for an unproductive relationship and a non-growth future between the two.  Steps are already underway to rectify this situation and NZUA have entered into talks with the new President elect of Underwater Hockey NZ.

As the Chairman of Underwater Hockey it is appalling to see people from within our organisation working subversively to destroy that which I and others have worked hard to build.  Underwater Hockey in my opinion is not big enough too run a national organisation on our own.  On May 29th the membership will have to make a decision as to the future of our organisation.  In my opinion we are not doing badly as we are, We have Three World championship and Southern Hemisphere titles (The women were a close second) and we are very financially sound.  For this reason I will stand for re-election and Underwater Hockey must decide on it’s own future course.

Ray Dolman, Chairman, Underwater Hockey New Zealand

